April 2012 Issue

President’s Message
Ah, the sights and sounds of summer! What can
be more enjoyable than paddling on the South
Saskatchewan in a canoe or kayak when the sun is
shining, the birds are singing and the wind is
blowing in the right direction? Well, I guess when
the water levels are low enough to minimize the
risk of capsizing, something that was sadly lacking
for much of the summer in 2011. With any luck,
the limited snow fall in the mountains will result
in lower water levels this summer, making
paddling on the river enjoyable for all skill levels.
At the AGM in November of 2011, there were a
number of changes in the executive. The position
of Webmaster and Equipment Maintenance were
removed from the slate of elected positions as in
the future the responsibilities previously
associated with these positions will be assumed
by the President and the Equipment Manager
respectively. As well, the separate positions of
Publicity and Social Director have been collapsed
into a single position.
There were a number of personnel changes in the
executive as well. Randy Chapman resigned as
Treasurer and Graham Parson resigned as
President. Randy has been active member of the
club for more than 10 years and has served on the
executive in a number of positions. I wish him all
the best and thank him for all the time and effort
he expended in performing the treasurer duties in
an efficient and professional manner. Graham has
also been an active member of the club and an

active executive member, holding a number of
positions on the executive. I wish him all the best
in continuing his education and hope he
eventually returns to Saskatchewan which we all
know has the best canoeing in the country. Thank
you Graham, for all your time and effort and for
acquitting your duties as President so well.
New members elected to the executive are Russell
Lawrence who was acclaimed to the position of
recreation director and Joe Welter who was
acclaimed to the position of treasurer, and myself
who was acclaimed as President. Russell has been
a member of the club for more than 5 years and
has served on the executive in the past while Joe is
a new member of the club, joining in 2011. A
hearty welcome to you both. As your new
President I have been a member of the club since
2007 and spent the last several years maintaining
the website.
We have an excellent executive and look forward
to a fun‐filled season. The more people involved in
the clubs, whether it be on a volunteer basis or in
a more structured
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Wilderness First Aid Subsidy Program
This year the SCC will be looking into arranging a Wilderness First Aid Course for interested members.
The SCC has approved Raven Rescue as the course provider, and has made a small course fee subsidy
available to those who take and complete the course. Please contact Kendra
at equipment@saskatooncanoeclub.org for more information.

SCC Open House and BBQ
Come on down to the boathouse on Sunday, May 6th, rain or shine, to get or renew
your membership! From 12 pm to 4pm, you can get a burger, sign up for lessons,
get your membership card and door code, and most importantly, get a quick refresher
about boathouse policies, canoe safety, and etiquette (yes, this last part is required).

#stooncanoeclub

Bring a friend and get them to sign up too!
This event is an annual tradition where members can visit, discuss
paddling and get excited for the upcoming season. Some of our
supporters will have products on display and will be on hand to
answer questions about gear and boats. Check out the new
additions to the SCC fleet as well. We have new kayaks, canoes,
and accessories added this year in order to offer the best possible
selection for all our members needs. Interested in marathon
canoeing? (Or don’t know what it is but want to find out?) Join
Trevor for a clinic on an efficient marathon paddle stroke from
1pm-2pm. If you register for marathon canoeing and commit to the
weekly paddles, you will find your recreational paddling improves
as well! Check out lessons and trips being offered and make a plan
with friends to paddle as soon as you are all signed up!
SAFETY TIPS:
1. Wear a PFD, and know what to do in an emergency or unexpected situation.
2. Paddle upstream first, and downstream on the return leg.
3. Avoid paddling alone.
3. Know your personal skill level, as well as your limitations.
4. Paddle near the shoreline.
5. Be informed of weather and water conditions.
BOATHOUSE ETIQUETTE/RULES:
1. Keep the boathouse tidy and organized for others. Return equipment to its proper storage place.
2. Return boats to their assigned storage racks.
3. Set boats down on the GRASS, not on the pavement to prevent damage.
4. Wash your boat inside and out after EVERY outing.
5. All equipment is for club use at the boathouse. Equipment is not available for "borrowing" for
private trips away from the boathouse.
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Saskatoon Marathon Canoe Races
Mark your calendars. The Saskatoon Canoe Club, Marathon Division will be hosting two Provincial Point
series races in Saskatoon. On July 14th at 2:00pm the Cranberry Punch race will be held. This is planned to be
a downstream race finishing at the boathouse. On July 15th at 9:00am the Eb’s Classic will be run at the
boathouse. For further information please contact Trevor Robinson at 280-0982 or email
TROB_Consulting@Hotmail.com .

Canadian Marathon Canoe Racing Nationals
The 2012 Marathon Canoe National Championships will be held in Winnipeg August 10, 11, and 12th. For
further information visit the Manitoba Paddling Association website http://www.mpa.onefireplace.org or email
mpa@sportmanitoba.ca .

Open House – Marathon Canoe Stroke Clinic
May 6th during the Open House at Victoria Park Boathouse a dry land clinic on the efficient marathon canoe
stroke will be held. From 1:00 until 2:00 feel free to participate in a one hour clinic presented by Trevor
Robinson. An overview on the basic components of the stroke and how to efficiently paddle will be presented.
Just show up. No registration is required.

Marathon Group Paddles
Do you want to meet, paddle and learn with other Marathon Canoe enthusiasts? Come and join marathon
paddlers at the boathouse for group paddles on Wednesdays at 6:30pm and Sundays at 10:00am. Show up a
few minutes early and you can be teamed up with a more experienced paddler. Group paddles start May 2nd and
depart promptly. Don't be late.
******************************************************************************************

Bagwa Canoe Route: Prince Albert National Park
There is always a risk when canoeing in the fall;
you never know what type of weather you will
encounter. You certainly will be inspired by the
fall colours, but could wake up in the morning
under a blanket of white.

Twelve members of the Saskatoon Canoe Club
took their chances last fall and went on a
weekend, back country canoe trip in Prince
Albert National Park. Who knew that the
weekend of September 25 would present such
beautiful paddling weather?
After a quick lunch Friday afternoon, the group
launched their boats at the Narrows
Campground and paddled northward on
Waskesiu Lake toward the Kingsmere River.
With a gentle breeze at their back, they quickly
reached the berm that slows the flow of the river
into the lake. After a little rest, and a stretch, the
group was paddling up the
Kingsmere River enjoying the cont. on pg 4
beautiful fall colours. Soon to
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reach their first portage, which was still
somewhat under water due to the high water
levels. Camp was leisurely set up at the
Southend Campground. A well used site that
afforded the group beautiful views of the lake’s
sunsets on both Friday and Saturday nights.
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water was so warm, after getting back to their
campsite, the group decided to have some fun in
the lake and practiced “T” rescues. Many of the
participants had never experienced how difficult
it is to tip an empty canoe in calm, still water and
then try and get back into their boat. But with a
little practice everyone mastered the task while
having fun, encouraging their newly acquired
friends.

A local Whiskey Jack allowed the paddlers to use
the camping facilities but was ever present at the
morning and evening meals to ensure nothing
was wasted.
The next day the group headed out over the still
and glass‐like Kingsmere Lake, portaged into
Clare Lake and then after a short paddle,
portaged into Lilly Lake. The portages were in
good condition with very little mud ending up in
the bottom of the canoes. A lunch/stretch/nap
break was enjoyed by all at the Bagwa Campsite.
Here it was discovered the best “seat in the
house” was located in the “Pit Privy”. If you left
the door open you had a grand view of Bagwa
Lake.
Following their break, the group set off again
through the beautiful Bagwa Channel and back
onto Kingsmere Lake and their campsite at the
end of the lake.
The weather was so enjoyable; at times paddlers
were in their bathing suits, taking in the warm
rays of the fall sun in an attempt to stay cool. The

Sunday morning came too quickly and the group
was in no hurry to get back to their vehicles
waiting at the Narrows Campground.
All in all, it was a perfect weekend. Great fall
weather, great friends, and no mosquitoes. So if
you are interested in doing some overnight
camping with a little paddling thrown in, why
not try the Bagwa Canoe Route in Beautiful
Prince Albert National Park.
Submitted by Richard Jackson

Marathon Canoes for Sale:
There are two kevlar racing canoes for sale. The
canoes are older designs that date back to the
1980’s but are in good shape for their age. One
canoe is for sale at $700.00 and one canoe is
missing one seat and is for sale at $600.00.
Please email TROB_Consulting @Hotmail.com if
interested.

Wanted: The club has grown in the last number
of years (membership is between 450 to 650,
depending on the year). Please get in touch with
Russell (recreation@saskatooncanoeclub.org) if
you want to help out.
Tuesday evening orientations will need
volunteers. We need a minimum of 3 people at
the boathouse on Tuesday evenings to take
membership forms, collect money, and provide
orientations for new members. As a bonus – if
you volunteer for 4 Tuesday evening sessions
this year, we will give you a free membership
next year! Get in touch with Russell
(recreation@saskatooncanoeclub.org) to sign up
for a few dates are start earning that free
membership.

Wanted: Volunteers for the May 6th Open
House/ BBQ. Members are invited to donate
their time flipping burgers or helping with
registration of new members. Please consider
helping out and meeting some other club
members. If you are interested, please email
Erin at social@saskatooncanoeclub.org. Your
club needs you and you need burgers!
*********************************************************************************************************

Cranes South of New Bridge
We managed to work our way up through the new south bridge yesterday (Nov 1st, 2011). When we
started it was 8 degrees with wnw wind of 21 km/hr. The prospect of once again paddling back and forth
in town between the Mendel and the bridge seemed boring. I ached for the fun of going round the island.
So we worked our way up to the turmoil cause by all the construction: a bulldozer growling up and down
the east bank and diggers removing earth from the west bank and opening more passage through. We
decided to take a stab at negotiating the current beneath the two bridges. Hugging close to shore on the
west bank was not as difficult as rounding some of the shears when the water was high this summer.
The surprise was the shallows at the north end on the west side of Yorath. Quite a bit of quick paddling
was needed to reach the mailboxes. But by the time we passed the big white house on the right, we could
hear the cranes. By the sandbar ½ way up the island a bunch waited til we had to cross around the sand
bar before they lifted off. Then further south, the end of the island was covered with hundreds of birds,
hopping about the way cranes do, some flapping their wings, some just watching us and deciding whether
to take off or not. Once instructions arrived several hundred lifted off and wafted into the air, circling
above us with their coo‐cooing calls and their legs stretched out behind them, and then settling down on
the sand bars again once we started south back to town.
When I first joined the club I thought paddling season ended
around September. But working out with seasoned paddlers has
disabused me of this concept. Fall paddling offers many
rewards; paddling with hundreds of cranes circling overhead
and calling to one another is one of the most amazing.
Submitted by Ann Popoff
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News Tidbits For Your Interest!
Recreation Sunday Paddles:
**New for this year** A Recreation group paddle
every 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month from
May to September. The trailer will be ready to be
loaded at Noon (provided someone has
volunteered to organize the trip) on the
following Sundays and a $5/boat fee will reserve
your spot. The $5 covers the gas of the tow
vehicle out to the start location and maybe a
shuttle vehicle or two. Again as a bonus ‐ if you
volunteer to co‐ordinate 2 Sunday paddles this
year, we will give you a free membership next
year!
The dates are May 13; May 27; June 10; June 24;
July 15; July 29; August 12; August 26;
September 9; September 23
The paddles will be organized by a volunteer – to
be the organizer for one of these days, contact
Russ(recreation@saskatooncanoeclub.org)
Dock Update: The dock went in on April 14th, a
joint effort from all the clubs who utilize the
boathouse. We are very fortunate to have a dock
in good repair. 4 sections of the dock were
repaired this spring, thanks to volunteer efforts.
National Canoe Day: June 26th , 2012 is National
Canoe Day. Plan to celebrate Canada’s amazing
rivers and lakes. It promises to be a fantastic
celebration around the country. Check out the
details at www.nationalcanoeday.net/
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Wilderness Navigation Map & Compass 2012
Map & compass skills are invaluable for outdoor
leaders and anyone venturing off the beaten
track. Join this full‐day course to learn new skills
or to refresh your grasp of the basics. Taught by
an instructor team experienced in wilderness
navigation and orienteering, the course consists
of a morning classroom session at the U of S
campus and an afternoon orienteering
component at Chief Whitecap Park, a natural
park bordering the South Saskatchewan River on
the outskirts of Saskatoon. Canoe Club members
are entitled to a 15% discount off the course fee.
Date: June 3 8:30 am ‐ 4:30 pm
Location: Saskatoon
Cost: $90 (or $105 to include a take‐home Silva
orienteering compass) plus 5% GST
Registration: Contact Cliff Speer at CanoeSki
Discovery Co. 653‐5693 or email
cliff@canoeski.com
More info: Go to www.canoeski.com
Think Outside Courses:
We are offering 2 hour intro courses in canoeing
and kayaking beginning in June and continuing
throughout the summer. Cost is $40 per person,
but we'll offer a 25% discount on these intro
courses for Canoe Club members. We also offer
private and family/group paddling lessons
throughout the summer.

Churchill Whitewater Festival: If you are
looking for a fun Canada Day long weekend,
check out the whitewater festival which takes
place near Misinipe on the Churchill River. This
is quickly become a must‐attend event for
paddlers who are looking for a rush. It can be as
tame or as wet and wild as you like, with
paddlers of all different skill levels camping on
or around Barker Lake and enjoying the
company of friends and fellow paddlers. Contact
the Churchill River Canoe Outfitters for more
information.
Whitewater Festival 2011
Photo by Graham Parsons
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Lesson Information:

NOTE: ALL lesson registration will only take place at the Open House or on Tuesday evenings in
conjunction with an orientation and with payment up front and in full. Refunds will not be issued
Kayak Lessons:
Kayak lessons for 2012 will be again be offered by Bryan Sarauer.
The Introductory Clinics are 4 hours in length, designed to cover the basics to get you at the very least
comfortable with getting in and out of a kayak on land and at the dock, knowing the basic strokes, and
understanding basic gear and safe paddling techniques (see the SCC website for a full description). The
first session is in a nice warm pool, while the second is on a pond. This is clinic is recommended if you are
new to kayaking and will be paddling just at the boat house. If you are considering overnight trips, please
consider taking the full 8 hour Paddle Canada course. Cost: $70/person
Day 1
A Sun May 6
B Thu May 10
C Sun May 13
D Sun May 17

Time 1
7:30 to 9:30pm
8:30 to 10:30
7:30 to 9:30pm
8:30 to 10:30

Location 1
Harry Bailey
Harry Bailey
Harry Bailey
Harry Bailey

&
&
&
&

Day 2
Sat May 12
Sat May 12
Sat May 19
Sat May 19

Time 2
10am to Noon
1 to 3pm
10am to Noon
1 to 3 pm

Location 2
Erindale
Erindale
Erindale
Erindale

Full (8 hour minimum) Paddle Canada Introduction to Kayaking Courses will also be offered that cover
the basics offered in the 4 hour clinic and also provide the opportunity to refine your skills so you may
feel comfortable taking an overnight trip (see the SCC website for a full description). Cost: $125/person
A
B

Day 1
Sun May 31
Wed July 11

Time 1
7:30 to 9:30pm
7 to 9pm

Location 1
Harry Bailey
Harry Bailey

&
&

Day 2
Sat June 2
Sat July 14

Time 2
9am to 3:30pm
9am to 3:30pm

Location 2
Erindale
Erindale

Canoe Lessons:
A much increased canoe lesson schedule will be offered this year. We want everyone to enjoy paddling as
much as we do, and the best way to do that is receive instruction to order to increase your skill level to
help you build the confidence so you can take that next step – be it an overnight trip on the river, an
extended weekend trip in one of the many parks in the province, or even a weeklong trip on the Churchill
River.
Canoe lessons will be offered by 4 different instructors this year, all Paddle Canada certified and very
experienced. We again have Bill Morris, but we also have lesson instruction from Cliff Speer, Garett Olver,
and Lawrie Stewart (Lawrie has suggested that his lessons may be preferable for older adults as he
happens to be one of them ).
Introductory courses are offered as 2 – 2 hour sessions (4 hours total) and are meant to give participants
the basics of how to enter and exit a canoe safely, the basic strokes, safety considerations, and paddling
etiquette (see the SCC website for a full description).
Introductory Clinics Cost: $35/person
A
B
C
D
E
F

Instructor
Olver
Morris
Speer
Olver
Stewart
Speer

Day 1
Mon May 14
Tue May 15
Tue May 22
Mon May 28
Tue Jun 5
Tue Jun 12

Time 1
7 ‐9pm
7‐ 9pm
7‐ 9pm
7 ‐9pm
7 ‐9pm
7 ‐9pm

Location 1‐
Erindale
Erindale
Lakeview
Erindale
Erindale
Lakeview

&
&
&
&
&
&

Day 2
Thu May 17
Wed May 16
Thu May 24
Thu May 31
Thu Jun 7
Thu Jun 14

Time 2
7 ‐9pm
7 ‐9pm
7‐ 9pm
7 ‐9pm
7‐ 9pm
7‐ 9pm

Location 2
Boathouse
Boathouse
Boathouse
Boathouse
Boathouse
Boathouse
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G
Morris
Tue Jun 19
7 ‐9pm
Erindale
&
Thu Jun 21
7‐ 9pm
Boathouse
H
Speer
Tue Jun 26
7 ‐9pm
Lakeview
&
Thu Jun 28
7 ‐9pm
Boathouse
Stroke Improvement courses are also offered as 2 – 2 hour sessions (4 hours total) are meant for those
that have taken the introduction to canoeing course or want to receive additional instruction to increase
their confidence and improve the efficiency with how they move their boat (see the SCC website for a full
description).
Stroke Improvement Clinics
Cost: $35/person
A
B
C
D

Instructor
Morris
Stewart
Morris
Speer

Day 1
Tue May 29
Mon Jun 4
Mon Jun 18
Mon Jun 25

Time 1
7‐9pm
7 ‐9pm
7 ‐9pm
7 ‐9pm

Location 1
Boathouse
Boathouse
Boathouse
Lakeview

&
&
&
&

Day 2
Wed May 30
Wed Jun 6
Wed Jun 20
Wed Jun 27

Time 2
7 ‐9pm
7 ‐9pm
7 ‐9pm
7 ‐9pm

Location 2
Boathouse
Boathouse
Boathouse
Boathouse

A solo canoeing course will be offered by Cliff Speer at Lakeview Pond. If you really want to improve your
tandem paddling skills, becoming a solo paddler provides an excellent opportunity to master an efficient
stroke. This course yields the best results if you are a confident tandem paddler.
Cost: $35/person
Day 1
Mon June 11

Time 1
7 to 9pm

Location 1
Lakeview Pond

&

Day 2
Wed Jun 13

Time 2
7 to 9pm

Location 2
Lakeview Pond

YOUR 2012 SCC EXECUTIVE
President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Membership:
Marathon Division:
Publicity/Social
Equipment Manager:
Recreation Division:
Members at large:

Dave Peters ................................................ president@saskatooncanoeclub.org
Ann Popoff................................................... secretary@saskatooncanoeclub.org
Joe Welter ................................................ treasurer@@saskatooncanoeclub.org
Richard Jackson...................................membership@saskatooncanoeclub.org
Trevor Robinson & Hannah Pierson marathon@saskatooncanoeclub.org
Erin McVittie....................................................... social@saskatooncanoeclub.org
Kendra Worman..................................... equipment@saskatooncanoeclub.org
Russell Lawrence
recreation@saskatooncanoeclub.org
Vacantif interested in filling this position, please contact the SCC exec

Happy
Paddling!!
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Please visit our Saskatoon Canoe Club supporters for valuable member
discounts. Show your SCC membership card!

offers a 10% discount on
courses
http://www.canoeski.com

Offers a 15% discount on all
clothing and 10% on everything else
www.ebsadventure.com

offers 10% off paddling
equipment
http://www.bikeuniverse.net

offers 10% off Mad River Canoes
and Wilderness Systems Kayaks
http://www.classicoutdoors.ca

offers 10% off equipment,
courses and outfitting
www.pawistik.ca

offers 10% off accessories
www. thinkadventure.ca

Saskatoon Canoe Club sponsored in part by

